West Loch Fyne Community Council

Convener			Vice Convener			Secretary
David Wilkinson		Jason Copestick                              Vacant
Lochgair 			 Minard
01546 886638

Minutes of Meeting held at Minard on 3 March 2026

Committee Members Present:  Dave Wilkinson (D.W.), Jason Copestick (J.C.)Heather Rogan (H.R.)
Present:   Amanda Hampsey, Fiona Nelson, Alan Reid, Fraser Bell, Jan Brown, Margaret Moncur, Marion Lacey, Elspeth Wells, Anne Paterson, John Paterson
Apologies: Greg Neeson, Jenni Minto (MSP), Dr Callum George

Chair: Dave Wilkinson
 Meeting started at 7.00pm

Intro
As advertised this is a special meeting. We were happy to welcome three of the MSP candidates for the area.
Amanda Hampsey : Conservative – NOTE: Amanda Hampsey has since defected to the REFORM PARTY
Fiona Nelson : Independence for Scotland
Alan Reid: Liberal Democrats
Dr Callum George (Labour) had been asked to cover A&E this evening and SNP Jenni Minto was sitting in the Scottish parliament and was also unable to attend.
Statements from Dr Callum George and Jenni Minto were read (it was noted that the views did not necessarily reflect the views of the members reading them).
Each candidate present then stated their cases. After all candidates had been heard the meeting was be opened for questions.
Note from the night and Q&As see Appendix 1, written statements from candidates Appendix 2, both at the end of these minutes.



Normal Meeting resumes:
Minutes of previous meeting
January minutes – Change to minutes requested by Marion Lacey. (Change - Letter not sent to Transport Scotland by Marion.) At this (March) meeting D.W. has agreed to send the letter as convener of WLFCC. H.R. to update January minutes. 
January meeting minutes acceptance with change - proposed Jason Copestick, seconded Dave Wilkinson
Conveners Report
The current term of the Community Council ends this September and applications for membership will soon be opening. We really need more members and new blood. The current CC has only 4 members, the treasurer will be standing down in September, I (D.W) will be leaving the convener roll and becoming a normal member and J.C is considering if he wants to continue. The MINIUM required for the CC to continue is 3, with a maximum of 8 allowed. The more people on the CC the less work for each of them. PLEASE get the word out as without the CC the areas access to the microgrant scheme will lapse.
Treasurers Report
Funding
WLFCC available funds sit at £2771.67. 
Both the LGA and MCT should both be receiving their microgrant money by bank transfer. Grant transfers will carry references e.g.  WLFCCGRANT** with the microgrant number in place of the **. An email will be sent out to ask for confirmation of receipt of funds.
Microgrants
Previous Applications:
93-25-26 Minard catering support for events £450 – one concern is pulling all receipt together across the financial year. Margaret Moncur confirmed receipt of funds.
94-25-26 Lochgair hall redecoration £500
All paid by bank transfer.
New Applications:
95-25-26 Lochgair disabled parking and drop off land swap £500 – voted through
96-25-26 Minard emergency hall drain repair £500 – voted through. It was noted that that under normal circumstances funding should not be given in retrospect but as this was a serious safety issue repair was required urgently. WLFCC are happy to accept this.
Remaining in account after above – £236.03
The microgrant scheme will be applying for the annual grant shortly. The money is often received after the next meeting in June. However, the microgrant application window will be opened for the June meeting on the understanding that funds may not be available until after the meeting to meet any applications voted through. Window to close 20th May.

Road Safety
Marion Lacey and D.W. previously attended a MAKI meeting to raise concerns about the speed limit, bridge, lack of pavement and signage. Marion has written report clarifying the issues and requesting action from Transport Scotland. D.W. has agreed to take this on and contact Transport Scotland about the matter. 

Police Report
The reports cover the entire MAKI area. Our subdivision is Furnace, West Loch Fyne and Inveraray, the report shows 28 calls, 7 crimes. There is no further breakdown, all further figures are quoted for the MAKI area. Only a few crimes in each category are broken down to show location and the actual crime in full making it hard to say which crimes have been committed in each area. Overall 
7 drug offences (non WLFCC broken down)
16 Thefts - one of which regarded a housebreaking in Furnace. Police are investigating.
52 Road Traffic Offenses (non WLFCC broken down)
32 crimes of violence none listed in WLFCC area.
36 public protection calls

Councillor’s Report – Jan Brown
Jan Brown mentioned the new budget which justifies the 9.7% council tax increase is designed to reduce the need for cuts to services. There should be more clarity on whether any cuts are required by the end of March, there won't be any cuts from the council but HSCP who hold their budget meeting at the end of March where any decision on cuts will be made by them. It was mentioned that a 5% portion is used to cover Live Argyll and the Health and Social Care Partnership. (HSCPs are organisations formed to integrate services provided by Health Boards and Councils in Scotland. Each partnership is jointly run by the NHS and local authority.) Points of note from budget:
· £4.28m is given to the HSCP from the budget. 
· There has been record investments in roads.
· £6M has been put into a storm project fund.
· 50k has been granted to local communities - to each Area Committee who will assess where to best spend any monies in their area 
· The toilets and community wardens are being retained
· There is a £4.3m investment fund
· Walk in service points will be retained
· 72k of food bank funding to 12 food banks
· Child school clothing grant has been increased
The proposed renovation of Kilmory Castle at a cost of around £4m has not been sanctioned.
It was stated that the opposition proposed budget (suggesting a far lower council tax increase) used ear marked reserves to prevent the cuts, leaving no reserves for future years.
Jan is working to try to get a banking hub in Lochgilphead once the Bank of Scotland closes. However, as there is a Post Office (where people can bank) and a Royal Bank of Scotland van once a week this may not be possible.

The point was made to Jan that better roads and infrastructure will still be required if we want a flourishing economy and population in this area.

AOCB:
Potholes in Lower Lochgair. The issue of the large number of potholes on the Lower Lochgair road was raised by Fraser Bell on behalf of Jean Smith. Jean originally reported the problem in November, along with issues on Upper Lochgair Road. The Upper Lochgair Road was patched but nothing has happened in Lower Lochgair. Since November she has reported the issue three further times by phone, once in December, January and March. On the last occasion she was told there was no record of previous reports. There are multiple wide and deep potholes on this road it is nearly impossible to avoid them all without going over the verge with a car but this road is also used by many walkers from the village and these potholes pose a worrying trip hazard given the average age of the population.
Jan Brown took details provided by Jean. H.R. also to report online on behalf of WLFCC to ensure visibility and traceability.

Next Meeting
2nd June 2026 Lochgair Village Hall 19:00 – AGM and CC meeting

Meeting Closed at 20:30


APPENDIX 1

NOTES FROM MEETING

Amanda Hampsey – Conservative Party:
NOTE: Amanda Hampsey has since defected to the REFORM PARTY

Amanda thanked WLFCC for the opportunity to address the community. She has a strong sense of identity and cares deeply about the community and area and would represent them on a community first basis by listening to and understanding about real people and places. Her aim would be for responsibility and clarity.
It is her priority to protect the most vulnerable and never to overlook communities with aa steady and constructive outlook, diligences and a focus on community needs.
She has been a children’s champion and thinks no opportunities should be based on a postcode lottery.
She is opposed to any tax which would discourage business investments in the area and wishes to see the A83 uncertainty replaced with a permanent, credible solution.
Health care is also a priority with an aim for rural sustainability and timely access to health care and social care in the area.
Housing availability in the requires more development and strengthening.
Amanda lives in the area, has raised children here and understand rural life. She vows to continue to show up, listen and stand firm with a steady and constructive attitude.


Fiona Nelson – Independence for Scotland:
 Fiona is one of a number of independent candidates who have come together under the banner of the Independence for Scotland Party (ISP). They came together before the 2021 elections but chose not to stand against the recently formed Alba party at that time. They are standing now.
Fiona, like many, are concerned about apathy, she is fed up with the lack of enactment by our current government and structure and is a firm believer in the Switzerland model of government – a type of government which empowers citizens to directly decide on policy via regular, nationwide votes on top of representative elections. Citizens can also use mandatory referendums for constitutional changes, have optional referendums on new laws, and suggest popular initiatives to propose changes to directly influence government. 
Fiona has lived and worked in the Inveraray area and run her won company. The main issues she sees are:
A83 – the Rest and Be Thankful. Rural communities are often forgotten as they are not central belt. But this issue has a big impact on the community and even though we may be small we should stull count.
Public Transport should hook up – buses, ferries and trains should be available on one ticket from end to end and with connecting timetables to ensure easier transport to work or hospital appointments.
Housing – land reform is required to ensure that wasted land can be used to provide housing for communities.
Independence – without it we can’t do anything. Hand the keys of the house to the people so they can choose how to decorate it and vote on all decisions democratically. We want accountability at last.



Alan Reid
It should be noted that Alan Reid did provide a statement, though he was there on the night. For details see Appendix 2.


Q&As
1. Rewilding – what do the candidates think about rewilding? Surely we can’t afford to use good land for this when we can’t feed ourselves.
Amanda: where rewilding is proposed community voices and assessment must be listened to. We should use land suitable for housing for affordable housing, that should come first. The right use for the right place. I love nature but land is valuable and the needs of the community must be a priority.
Fiona: There are huge tracts of unused land and land must be used according to requirements. Land owners getting tax rebates for rewilding must stop. We are experiencing a second highland clearance, housing priorities must be set instead of big companies making money from our wind, solar and battery farms which decimate land with no rebate to local communities. Farmers are under pressure, costs are high post Brexit. All our exports go through English ports. Though I am not in favour of rejoining the EU, we would plan to join EFTA (the European Freed Trade Association).
Alan: Rewilding and food are both important. We should grow more of our own food and more support is needed for farmers. But rewilding is also important, we need to stop destroying our environment. More wildlife should be supported on land not suitable for farming. There are many areas like this, where old growth forests were decimated, bog land where trees could be reintroduced. Plant trees and encourage wildlife on land unsuitable for farming or housing.
2. Amanda, you are a councillor. If you become an MSP would there be a byelection?
Amanda: No, the roles can coexist as both represent and cover the same area. I am already working alongside an MSP as well as covering my local council duties so am already doing much of this work. The only difference is the distance involved but with hybrid working that is no longer an issue. My local salary would be going to the community.
Fiona: I would be completely dedicated to the role.
Alan: I agree with Amanda, no byelection would be necessary especially as there is only one year to go prior to local council elections. In the meantime I would be dedicated to my role as an MSP with my local council duties coming secondary. I would not personally be taking money for my council work.


APPENDIX 2

WRITTEN STATEMENTS PROVIDED


Statement from Dr Callum George – Labour Party Candidate
"I would like to thank the West Loch Fyne Community Council for the invitation. I am sorry that my day job prevents me from being with you in person - as you may know I'm a doctor currently working in the hospital in Oban, and I've been needed last minute to cover in the A&E this evening, but I wanted to ensure you know that the priorities of Furnace, Minard, and the surrounding areas are being heard.
As a doctor looking after Argyll & Bute, I see a constituency in crisis. Here is what I believe the West Loch Fyne community needs to hear tonight:
1. The A83: A Lifeline, Not a Project.
For residents in Furnace and Minard, the A83 isn't just another news story about the ‘Rest’; it is your connection to the rest of Scotland. We need a government that stops 'monitoring' the situation, tinkering round the edges and starts delivering. We need real investment in the resilience of this road now—not in another ten years—to protect your safety and your local economy. And Scottish Labour members have a fully costed and thoroughly researched plan in hand to fix this, sitting there ready to go.
2. Ending the Health & Social Care Emergency.
Our Council is on the verge of declaring a formal emergency in social care. In Mid-Argyll, we are seeing the results of 19 years of SNP centralization and savage cuts to the local authority.
When telecare and care-at-home services are cut, it’s your most vulnerable neighbours in rural Loch Fyne who suffer. We cannot fix 'delayed discharge' in hospitals if the government keeps cutting the very services that keep people safe in their own homes. Working within the NHS in Argyll has left me keenly aware that we often feel like an afterthought, an unwanted bolt-on to Highland health board. Scottish Labour knows this needs to change and our rural communities deserve the attention they're not getting.
3. Housing for the People.
Concerned local groups like the Argyll and Bute Business Alliance are right: we need to stop making scapegoats of our rural workers and start building affordable homes. We need houses in Mid-Argyll that young families can actually afford, ensuring our villages remain living, breathing communities rather than holiday postcards, and combating the hugely damaging trend of depopulation. Scottish Labour are the only party who have committed to a tangible and serious house building target that takes into account our rural communities and supporting locally owned builders - and will be reforming our archaic planning system to eliminate the bureaucracy that slows down new developments.
The Choice at this Election:
The SNP offer nothing but stagnation. After nearly two decades, their only answer to failing ferries and crumbling roads is to ask for more time while your money just disappears. Argyll and Bute cannot afford another five costly years of 'waiting and seeing.' 
The Conservatives are the party responsible for shattering the UK's wider economy, driving the situation that is forcing our Council to consider things like closing public toilets and cutting local bin collections. They have quite rightly destroyed their own electoral chances for this and cannot be the solution to a problem they helped create.
The Lib Dems, ISP, and others represent a needless return to constitutional noise. At a time when we need to be making real change on the ground, fixing our NHS and our infrastructure, these parties offer only division or a middle ground that will never make it into government and therefore will never, ever have the power to deliver in the real world.
Scottish Labour is the only party with a realistic, comprehensive, costed plan for a fresh new direction. I am asking for your support not as a career politician looking for a seat at Holyrood, but as a local doctor, committed to helping local people, who intends to prioritise the prosperity of our rural communities in Argyll and Bute.
Thank you for your time, and I look forward to visiting Furnace, Minard and the wider area very soon."
Dr Callum George MBChB MRes BSc (Hons)

Dr George has provided contact details should you have any specific questions:

Email : campaign@callumdgeorge.com




Statement from Jenni Minto – SNP Party Candidate
“I am sorry that I can’t join you this evening – Parliament is sitting and so I am required to be in Holyrood.
It has been the honour of my life to represent Argyll and Bute in our Scottish Parliament for the last five years.  
As your local member of the Scottish Parliament I have been focused on bringing Argyll and Bute to Holyrood, not bringing Holyrood to Argyll and Bute.  I believe that Argyll and Bute is Scotland’s most beautiful constituency, not just because of the landscapes but because of the people.  I have worked hard to ensure that our communities have a voice in every discussion - in the committees and cross party groups I have sat on, in the Chamber during debates and for the last three years in Government.  
I have had regular surgeries in Inveraray where I and my team help constituents in many ways.  I have met with wind farm developers and fish farm operators to ensure the concerns and support of communities are heard.  I also hosted a roundtable with businesses, healthcare and communities regarding the works at the Rest and Be Thankful.  I believe that the best decisions are made when you have the best evidence and right people in the room.  
I also had a fantastic wander round Crarae Gardens - a perfect antidote to the cut and thrust of politics! 
I am proud of the achievements of our SNP Government and the positive impact policies are having on the life’s of people in Argyll and Bute but I also know that with Independence we can do so much more. That’s why on May the 7th I’m asking that you give both your votes to the SNP. 
Once this Parliamentary session is closed I will be visiting all corners of this amazing constituency.  I hope to see you then but if you have any questions or concerns you’d like to discuss with me before the election please don’t hesitate to get in touch.”



Alan Reid, Liberal Democrat candidate for Argyll & Bute
Scotland deserves better. The people of Scotland have been let down by the governments in London and Edinburgh.
Change is essential, but it must be change with fairness at its heart.
On day one, we will invite leading figures from Scottish business, industry, economics and other key stakeholders to work with us, to quickly form an economic growth and business strategy.
We must put an end to waste. The ferry fiasco has cost Scotland hundreds of millions of pounds as well as huge damage to the economies of our islands.
The failed attempt to set up a National Care Service wasted £30 million.
Salaries and bonuses at the top of the public sector must be linked to success, not just rewarding top managers for simply being in the job.
Fixing the Rest & Be Thankful is vital for the local economy.
If I’m elected I’ll call for a speedy evaluation of the proposed solutions and do my best to get the preferred option implemented as quickly as possible.
If this means closing the A83 while work is carried out, then a temporary 2-lane diversion road must be put in place first. The current proposal which means a 4-year closure of the A83 would destroy the local economy.
Our NHS used to be the envy of the world. But now, too many people can’t access the care they need. That’s not the fault of the many dedicated and highly skilled staff who work in the NHS, but the result of underfunding and mismanagement.
We will invest in public health and early access to community services, including GPs, dentists and mental health specialists, so fewer people need to go to hospital in the first place, and fix the crisis in social care to stop so many people being stuck in hospital beds. 
Our priorities are to give you faster access to GPs, dentists and a wider range of skilled staff locally, boosting early diagnosis and bringing down waits for help. 
• Everybody should be able to register with and see an NHS dentist, ending ‘dental deserts’ by giving dentists a fair deal and cutting red tape. 
• Deliver the world class mental health services Scotland needs, training and recruiting more mental health specialists for community settings. 
• Reinvigorate GP and other local health services so you get the care you need close to home. 
• Take pressure off the NHS by promoting preventative health.
We will: 
• Give unpaid carers a fair deal so they get the support they so desperately need, including an uplift to Carer Support Payment and help for young carers balancing education and caring for their loved one. 
• Reward care workers with improved pay and conditions, fair work and a career ladder that boosts their skills and respects their experience at every step.
I served this constituency for 14 years as its MP. During that time I saw the most important role of an MP as standing up for their constituents. I would do exactly the same if you elect me as your MSP.
I can assure you that I wouldn’t sit quietly in Parliament. I would regularly speak up on behalf of the people of Argyll & Bute.
Promoted by Alan Reid, c/o Lib Dem Office, 4 Clifton Terrace, Edinburgh EH12 5DR
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